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The Season of Advent 

 

In our worship life together this year, we have 

been utilizing elements from our new 2018 Book 

of Common Worship. About the Season of 

Advent, there we say: 
 

“Advent” means  coming  or  arrival.  This  word  

has  a  double  significance,  as  in  Advent  we  

celebrate  Christ’s  coming  into  the  world  and 

look  with  longing  for  his  coming  again.  The  

season  of  Advent  begins with  an  emphasis  on  

final  things  (eschatology).  We  watch  and  pray  

with expectant  hope  for  the  establishment  of  

God’s  justice  and  the  return  of the  Prince  of  

Peace.  As  the  weeks  of  Advent  progress,  the  

focus  shifts  to thanks and  praise  for  the  birth  

of  the  one  who  has  already  come—Jesus 

Christ our Savior. 
 

On Sunday, December 2, we begin Advent with 

the O Antiphons and will light the first Advent 

candle: The  primary  symbolism  of  the Advent  

candles  has  to  do  with  light  growing  in  

darkness—leading  up  to  the  coming  of  Jesus  

Christ,  the  light  of the  world.  When  there  is  

a  pink  (or  rose)  candle,  it  is  lighted  on  the  

Third Sunday  of Advent,  traditionally  thought  

to  be  a  respite  of  joy  in  an  otherwise 

penitential season. 
 

The O Antiphons are an eighth century Christian 

liturgy. 
 

In  Latin,  the  first  letters  of  their  seven  images  

of  Christ—Sapientia  (Wisdom),  Adonai  (Lord),  

Radix  Jesse  (Root  of  Jesse),  Clavis  David  

(Key  of David),  Oriens  (Radiant  Dawn),  Rex 

Gentium (Ruler  of  the  nations),  and Emmanuel 

(God  with  us)—make  up  a  backward  acrostic,  

spelling  ero  cras: “tomorrow I will [come].” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this expectant season of Advent, as we wait 

and prepare for the coming of Christ, let us pray: 

 

Bring peace, O God, to the world you have 

made: the peace that passes understanding and 

the promise of your new creation. Amen. 

 

      

  Peace - Drew 

 

 

 
 

December 2018 

Worship Services 
 

December 2 - First Sunday of Advent  ― O 

Antiphons - Isaiah 7:10-17 

 

December 9 - Second Sunday of Advent ― 

Magnificat  - Luke 1:46-55 

 

December 16 -  Third Sunday of Advent ―  

Children & Youth Program - Luke 2:1-20 

 

December 21 - Winter Solstice Poetry Reading 

― "Whispers of Winters Past"  

@ 7 pm in the Sanctuary 

 

December 23 - Fourth Sunday of Advent - A 

Service of Lessons & Carols - Luke 1:39-45 

 

December 24 - Christmas Eve - Communion, 

Candlelight, & Story @ 7 pm in the Sanctuary  

 

December 30 - First Sunday after Christmas - 

Christmas Hymn Sing - Luke 2:29-32 

Single Service @ 10:30 am in the Sanctuary 
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Upcoming Adult Forums 

 

December Adult Forum –  

New Mexico Holiday Tales 

 

Advent and Christmas are storytelling times, and 

New Mexico has a treasure-trove of such tales.  

During December the Adult Forum will be 

hearing four children’s stories that speak to the 

faith and wonder of this land.  Beginning with an 

“emergence” legend (i.e., “creation story”) from 

a book by Pablita Velarde of Santa Clara Pueblo, 

we will then move on to three stories by the 

beloved Hispanic author, Rudolfo Anaya.  

Families and youth are particularly welcome to 

join in this series.  The Adult Forum meets at 

approximately 9:15 a.m., following the early 

service, in the Upper Room. 

December 2 – “The Stars” from OLD FATHER 

STORY TELLER, by Pablita Velarde 

December 9 – THE FAROLITOS OF 

CHRISTMAS by Rudolfo Anaya 

December 16 – THE SANTERO’S MIRACLE by 

Rudolfo Anaya 

December 23 – HOW HOLLYHOCKS CAME TO 

NEW MEXICO by Rudolfo Anaya 

December 30 – no class 

______________________________________ 

 

Earth Care Fellowship presents… 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Christian Education 

We are preparing our children and youth for the 

2018 Christmas program. This will be on 

December 16th at the 10:30 service for the entire 

congregation to enjoy.  

The play is titled “A Christmas to Believe In.” 

The youth will tell the story while the costumed 

children will act out the story. But…one narrator 

admits that he’s not sure he believes. Join us to 

find out whether he finds that this really is “A 

Christmas to Believe in!” 

Dress rehearsal will be December 8th during the 

“Hanging of the Greens” 9:00 to 12:00. There 

will be other activities such as decorating 

cookies, and arts and crafts.  

Thank you to all the wonderful people who make 

this happen: Jeff & Elizabeth Dickson, Karen 

Martinez, Ed and Sally Gosnell, Katherine 

Gustafson, and Judie Hendry.  

 

 

 

JOIN US FOR THESE UPCOMING 

EVENTS 

Saturday, December 8: 9am - Hanging of the 

Greens 

 

Sunday, December 16: 10:30am – LPPC 

Youth Christmas Program 

 

Monday, December 24: 7pm – Candlelight 

Christmas Eve 

 

Tuesday, December 25: Merry Christmas!  

¡Feliz Navidad!   
 

 

 

Winter Solstice Celebration 
At Las Placitas Presbyterian 

Church 
 

The 21st Annual Candlelight Poetry Reading 
will be Friday, Dec. 21st, 2018 @ 7:00pm 

 
The theme is “Whispers of Winters 

Past” 
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Music & Worship 

What is an Advent wreath and what does it 

symbolize?  Wikipedia explains! 
 

The Advent wreath, or Advent crown, is a 

Christian tradition that symbolizes the passage of 

the four weeks of Advent in the liturgical 

calendar of the Western church. It is traditionally 

a Lutheran practice, although it has spread to 

many other Christian denominations.  
 

It is usually a horizontal evergreen wreath with 

four candles, sometimes with a fifth, white candle 

in the center. Beginning with the First Sunday of 

Advent, the lighting of a candle can be 

accompanied by a Bible reading, devotional time 

and prayers. An additional candle is lit during 

each subsequent week until, by the last Sunday 

before Christmas, all four candles are lit. Many 

Advent wreaths include a fifth, Christ candle 

which is lit at Christmas Eve or Christmas Day 

The custom is observed both in family settings 

and at public church services.  
 

Advent wreaths are circular, representing God's 

infinite love, and are usually made of evergreen 

leaves, which "represent the hope of eternal life 

brought by Jesus Christ." Within the Advent 

wreath are candles that generally represent the 

four weeks of the Advent season as well as "the 

light of God coming into the world through the 

birth of Jesus Christ" although each of the candles 

has its own significance as well; individually, the 

candles specifically symbolize the Christian 

concepts of hope (week one), peace (week two), 

joy (week three) and love (week four) in many 

traditions.  Many Advent wreaths also have a 

white candle in the center to symbolize the arrival 

of Christmastide, sometimes known as the 

"Christ candle." It is lit on Christmas Eve or 

Christmas Day. The Christ candle is colored 

white because this is the traditional festal color in 

the Western Church.  
 

In many Catholic and Protestant churches, the 

most popular colors for the four surrounding 

Advent candles are violet and rose, 

corresponding with the colors of the liturgical 

vestments for the Sundays of Advent.  Las 

Placitas Presbyterian Church uses violet for 

Advent paraments and the minister's stole. 

 

Mission Committee 

‘The flame shall not consume you - We know 

that your hearts, like ours, have been broken as 

the devastation wrought by wildfires in California 

continues to increase in severity. In addition to 

the destruction of land and forests, the cost to 

lives and human community has been 

unprecedented, and those costs are still rising. 

The town of Paradise has been leveled. In 

Northern California, families are living in tents 

and having difficulty accessing basic 

services.  Due to the smoke, communities 

hundreds of miles from the fires are being 

impacted by unhealthy air quality. Through 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA), the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) has been present 

since the beginning of the disaster. Working 

closely with leadership in the affected 

presbyteries, we have released emergency grants 

to support the presbyteries in meeting the urgent 

needs of their neighbors. At the request of the Red 

Cross, PDA has deployed four disaster spiritual 

care providers from our national response team to 

work directly with survivors in shelters and the 

affected communities. We are deploying 

additional PDA teams to support the presbyteries 

in their assessment and response as they help their 

neighbors begin recovery. Additional grants for 

ongoing emergency support for survivors and 

long-term recovery will be forthcoming. 
  
How you can help: Your gifts to DR000165 

(U.S. Wildfires) will ensure that PDA has 

adequate resources to support the recovery. Gift 

of the Heart kits are a hands-on way to help others 

and a fun project for the Advent season; hygiene 

kits and school kits will especially be needed in 

California. As people of faith we seek comfort, 

support, and direction from God. We ask that you 

join your spirits with ours as we walk with our 

California neighbors through the valley of the 

shadow. Presbyterian Mission Agency, an agency 

of the Presbyterian Church; 100 Witherspoon 

Street, Louisville, KY 40202; 800-728-7228 | 

502-569-5000.’ Questions please 

see Sue E. Hoff, Mission Committee Chair. 
 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liturgical_calendar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liturgical_calendar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lutheran
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_denominations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evergreen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wreath
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Candle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bible_study_(Christian)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daily_devotional
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_prayer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_Eve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Love_of_God_in_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eternal_life_(Christianity)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_Christ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Light_of_Christ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nativity_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_symbol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmastide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_Eve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas
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Member Profile 

ROXIE WESTDYK 

Roxie was born in ABQ and lived here through 

high school.  She was brought up Southern 

Baptist and her father was a pastor until her 

parents divorced. Her father moved to Peoria, 

Illinois to become a college professor at Bradley 

University the year she started college. She 

graduated from Bradley with a degree in Home 

Economics Education. Roxie met her husband, 

Ken while in college. They married right after 

college and moved to his home town of Wyckoff, 

NJ. Roxie became a flight attendant for United for 

13 years. They went to Europe on their 

honeymoon and with her travel perks, it only cost 

them $66! Her next business venture was to get 

her real estate license as she is a third generation 

Realtor. Her father had homesteaded in 

Edgewood, NM and became one of the first 

Realtors in NM. He retired at 89! Her mother was 

a Realtor for 56 years and retired at 80! Roxie’s 

maternal grandfather owned a sewing machine 

store in Santa Fe across the street from the Lensic 

Theatre. After 5 years without a day off in real 

estate, Roxie went to work for New Home 

Sewing Machine Co. – the oldest sewing machine 

company in the US. It has since been sold to 

Janome which made the first computerized 

sewing machine. Roxie was their National 

Educational Director for 2 years before she had to 

call a halt to the constant travel. She worked for 

the company in the office for another 1.5 years 

before returning to real estate which she did until 

2014.  

Roxie become a Master Gardener thru a program 

at Rutgers University. She hasn’t converted to 

becoming a gardener here with all its challenges. 

When Ken retired, they moved to Santa Fe and 

then permanently to Charleston, SC where he 

passed away in 2014. 

Roxie has 2 sons. Justin is married with one son, 

Thomas and lives in SC. He is a smart systems 

technician helping people control their home 

systems remotely. Son Blake has been struggling  

 

 

with mental illness since his father died. Blake 

has a daughter, Rose who lives in CO with her 

mother.  

Her favorite job was working with the sewing 

machine company, being paid to sew, create and 

write training material for the machine. Roxie 

taught herself to sew at age 9. She owns 5 sewing 

machines! Her hobbies include, of course, 

sewing, model trains, cooking, travel and 

shopping in thrift stores. She loves O.O.P.S. – 

original other people stuff. That is how she gets 

her fabric stash. She calls it fabric with a past – 

just think of the memories in used clothing.  

She has already traveled the world and still most 

loves New Mexico. Her 5 favorite things are 

spending time with Roger, her sewing machines, 

their dog, Tux, her Bible devotion time and 

chocolate. The person Roxie most admires is 

Roger’s wife, Nancy who she thinks helped make 

Roger the wonderful man that he is. Roxie and 

Roger met thru Christian Mingle.  

Roxie most loves the warm and inviting feeling 

at LPPC. She is currently a Deacon, enjoys the 

Monday evening book discussion group, member 

of the Tues. morning discussion group at the Café 

and always willing to sew for the Mission 

committee and the youth ministry. She and Roger 

also help with LPPC highway cleanup. 

Roxie is also an author. Her book is called 

Mommy In The Sky. It was written many years 

ago for children with a mommy who is a flight 

attendant. 

Wendy Ingram 

Joan Chewning 

 


